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Tin navy iskan question
Some months ago we published in these

columns an article attempting to give good
reasons for why the navy bean sometimes
called the Yankeo soup bean might be
made a surcessful and profitable crop for
Texas The article attracted a good deal of-

atttition and brought to us numerous let-

ters
¬

some of which we published indors-

ing
¬

our views and showing that the bean
was already raised in Texas to a consider-

able
¬

extent for home use and that it was
Invariably a success The interest worked
up by us spread beyond the borders of our
own state and now comes the Kentucky
Fanners Home Journal saying in sub-

stance
¬

that the United States imported
last year about 1000000 worth of white
navy beans which might as well have been
produced in this country Of course one
feels almost ashamed to mention In Texas
any suppose Jtobo great thing involving so

small a matter as only J1000000 Texas
dont build much on a single million You
who read this page of The Gazette well
know that last week we showed you by an
argument irrciitabfe that Fort Worth
alone was losing at least 1000000 a year
by not having her surroundings settled up
and properly worked But outside of
Texas 1000000 is a big thing so we may
talk on about the navy bean after our con-

temporary
¬

sueiresting however that
should IVxas once become fair concerned

u rav bcm culture shed talk millions in
dollars aud C3uts instead of f 1000000

The trop iys the Home Journal is easy
nf growth and far more profitable
Hum either corn vheat or cotton
One would thiil that this boasted coun-

try
¬

of our with its vast territory and
Juried climate might produce lieans
enough for home consumption and even
trow a few to spare An increased atten-

tion
¬

to this subject is all that is necessary
to efiVrt the desired increase in the home
growth Like all other branches ot agri-
culture

¬

to be made prolitable it must be
learned and properly managed

In the selection of laud for the white
iavy bean continues the Home Journal
ion should lookout for thorough drainage
The land need not be extremely rich me-

dium
¬

fertility vill answer every purpose
J r not n to medium fertility it should be o
brought up by the application of manures
Wood ashes usually give good re ult cspe-
i iall if supplemented with a little bone

ueal or MliHrphospliJte A good potato or
vegetable manure can always be depended
upon as a fertilizer for navj bean 1iv-
pa the srround by plowing and thorough
harrowing and lolling Plant seed with a
drill or by hand 1 u the latter case furrows
must be marked out say three feet
apart and an inch or two deep After
planting seeding may lie covered and the
oil linned by means of the feel Leave

plants six to eight inches apart and culti-
vate

¬

freo Do not hill Small beans
will require about half a bushel of seed to
the acie medium thiee pecks and the
large sorts one bushel The time of plant-

ing
¬

varies according to the variety to Iw-

plauted The early varieties may be-

plantod as late as luly whilo the later ones
should lie plauted as early as Juno Of
course this is presuming that the region is
one of a fair amount of rainfall throughout
the season In a region whernthe the rain
1all is jjood early in the teasou but is lia-

iilu to be follows by severe summer
urc jth it would oe best to get the crop in-

as carl as pisible to give it the benefit of
the spring rains-

POTATO AND KLAUKISEltllli-
A marked article in tlm Ci co HoundUp

says apt Willard Iiobisou of Ilistland-
i ounty has four acres in blackberries which
net their owner H00 to the acre as a berry
crop while between the rows are raised a-

i heavy crop of the finest Irish potatoes The
I potatoes and the berries together give Mr-

Hobison a clear urofit of S OO an acre If
this was something outside of Texas wed
take it with a pinch of snuff as they
tay but no one has a zight tu bo surprised
ut anything one hears with reference to
Texas productiveness Cut this idea of
growing Irish potatoes between ones black-
berry

¬

rows is something new to us we
would have supiwsed the b ackbmes were
covering the ground too completely for
Irish potatoes to have much of a showing
battt ecu the rows

THi WILD iOOM ILUlt
Last week we mentioned having seen a

considerable representation of the Mariacua
plum on the Fort Worth market This
week tho wild goose plum has put in a
prominent apjiearanee The plums are of
excellent qualit and the market is well
BUpplied with tlieni thougt on account of
their atiracti cues aud excellence they are
sot rumuusr off as cheap as dirt the
wholesale sellimr i ce being two dollars a
bushel After a careful examination of
hundreds of specimens wo have not seen a-

curculio in a single plum The growcis re-

port
¬

the crop as fair so you see we have
another plum that is a success in Northern
Texas aud it does seem to us that with his
wild goose plums at two dollars a bushel
and with other products in about the same
proportion an industrious horticult-
urist

¬

ought to be able to make ft living here
at least

AKjEXIClt JOISONS
Already we have published through these

columns a good deal with reference to ar-

senical
¬

poisons employed us insecticides
but still iHope write us for further infor-
mation

¬

on the subject Wo now have on
file nine letters asking us to give particu-
lars

¬

etc tlmough Our Correspondence
column this week As the subscribers ore
constantly pouringin we take it for granted
that these writers are now readers ot Tire
Gazette and hence have not seen our
former articles For the information of all
such we make up the following from a bul-

letin
¬

of the Iowa agricultural experiment
station issued on the authority of thit emi-

nent
¬

entomologist Professor C P Gillette
1 The oldest leaves of a tree or plant are

most susceptible to injury from arsenical
applications They often turn yellow and
drop without showing tho usual burnt or
spotted appearance Ou6 would naturally
suppose that theyouijeest and most tender
leaves would be the leaves most easily
damaged but experience has shown that
this is not the case

2 Heavy dews increase the injury done

T

to plants by arsenical poisons This proba-
bly

¬

comes of the fact that dews tend to dis-

solve
¬

tho poisons and carry them to the
pores of the leaves whereas in a dry state
the poisons would remain inactive on the
surface

3 Leaves remaining perfectly dry after
the poison has been applied can scarcely be
injured even though the poisons have been
spread upon them in large quantities On
this account it is probably best to apply
poisons in the first part of the day so that
there will be a speedy drying of the plants
after the application

4 Applications made in the heat of the
day and In the bright sunlight do not injure
foliage more than when applied in the fool
of the day

5 A shower of rain following the applica-
tion

¬

of arsenical poisons to plants washes a
portion of the poisons from the foliage but
does not increase the injury as in the case
of a heavy dew This refers alike to pois-

ons
¬

applied in either the dry or liquid form
C Leaves suffering from a fungous dis-

ease
¬

are more susceptible to injury than are
healthy loaves

7 Repeated and thorough tests have
shown that London purple is of all poisons
the most injurious to foliage and white
arsenic prepared on Professor Stelles
plan the least injurious Paris green may-
be regarded as ranking between the two
poisons named

S I has been ascertained by the Iowa ex-

periment
¬

station that white aresenic in so-

lution
¬

on Professor Stelles plan may be
improved as o its foliageinjuring qualities
by adding a little lime This converts it
into something like tho Bordeaux mixture

9 White arsenic solution as recommended
by Profesocr Stelle for the cotton worm
may be kept as a saturated solution through
an indefinite period of time but as a di-

luted
¬

solution niado ready for application
to tho plants it should be applied at once
as holding it ovcrin bis condition renders
it more injurious to foliage

10 Lime added to London purple or Paris
green in water greatly lessens the injury
that these poisons would otnerwise do to
foliage

11 The arsenites cannot by any ordinary
method be successfully mixed in a kerosene
emulsion

12 The arsenites in strong soapy mix-

tures
¬

do considerable more harm to foliage
than when applied in water onlj

Al SlIMC 1OK COTTON WORMS
Let us again assure the readers that there

is no mora danger attending the employ-
ment

¬

of white arsenic as an insecticide for
destroying the cotton worm than there is in-

oaplojing London purple or Paris green
If you should go to San Marcos Hayes
county Tex where we were stationed
some months by the United States govern-

ment as an entomologist in 1SS0 they
would tell you a funny story about a planter
with arsenic in his boots He was a man
of solid sense and when he had made a
careful study of the newlyproposed arsenic
remedy he concluded to apply it at once as
the worms were fa uly getting away with
his cotton So he made his solution of ar-

senic
¬

ou the plan given by us in these col-

umns
¬

some weeks ago and got all ready for
a move on the enemy Rut an unforeseen
obstacle suddenly loomed up His plantation
hands were all negroes and as they
knew the remedy to be applied was
arsenic not a mothers son of them would
haveanjthingtodo with it After treat-

ing
¬

Uiem to a round of words more em-

phatic
¬

than elegant he hauled off his boots
placed halt a pint of the poisonous solution
into each and then drew them on ajrain
This to some extent restored confidence
among the employes and the work of poi-

soning
¬

the worms went on The planter
wore his boots with the poison in them
throughout the entire daj and no injuri-

ous
¬

effects whatever resulted

SKPOIINUS MUVTSAVE lS
From time to time wo have assured the

people of Texas that fruits to become an en-

tire
¬

success in our state must be Texan in
character and that fruits of this character
must come to us through seedlings We
must plant seeds and select tho best results
until we have found exactly what we want
It may take a good while for us to entirely
211 the hill and it may not tho very first
effort might do it Professor Thomas Ncw
han the very leader among American hor-

ticulturists
¬

contributes to the Gardeners
Ckroniclou history of tho Kieffer pear
which clearly illustrates what may bo done
by propagating seedlings There was and
still i in this country an al-

most
¬

wortldess variety of the
pear known as the Chinese sand
pear It is very hardy and a most prolific
bearer but its fruit is the poorest excuse
for a pear that could be imagined Peter
Kieffer living in the neighborhood of Phil-
adelphia had one of the trees on his place
From this for his own amusement he
raised numerous seedlings Finally one of
the seedlings showed a considerable varia-
tion

¬

from the general appearance of tho
sands and Mr Kieffer gave it special at-

tention
¬

When it fruited Mr Kieffer
found himself In possession of the now cele-

brated
¬

Kieffer pear We now copy from
Professor Mechau-

Mr Kieffer grafted and sold a few here
and there for 45 each but though he dis-
tributed

¬

among his few horticultural
friends annually fruit that would mako the
most coldsouled epicure leap with joy no
effort was made by any one to place it
properly on the market At length the
great centennial exposition came Mr-
Kieffer had some on exhibition these ex-
celled

¬

in size beauty flavor everything
indeed for which any pear could possibly
be esteemed

Tho writer who was secretary to the
jury can truly say that he remembers
eating no pear like them They had a medal
and a strong report in their favor and Mr
William Parry a well known introducer of
new fruits made an arrangement with Mr-
Kieffer for grafts In this way the variety
got regularly into commerce It may be
said that gardening is no longer an art here
as it was in Mr Kleffers day A fruit has
to be hardy and firstclass just
as nature gives it to you You plant the
tree but to a very great extent it must for-
ever

¬

after be able to take care of itself
Philadelphia is being fast covered with
buildings over its vast area of 120 square
miles Tho original Kieffer pear tree is still
standing in Mr Kieffers grounds but it
will probably not be many years before tho
march of improvement will bid it begone
But the Kieffer pear will not go with that
originaLtrec the world has it to stay as its
own and it will stay through all time to
come

This shows how nature may sdapt a

> wr w n T
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growth to local conditions Mr Kieffer
was one of tho commonest and humblest of
men He planted seeds of the old sand
pear merely to be doing as we say with-
out any expectations of such results as
followed But for this mere accident as it
were his name would never have been
heard beyond the circle of his immediate
neighbors but now it is a household word
throughout the length and breadth of the
land aud thousands upon thousands have
been blessed by his little and aimless ex ¬

experim-
ent wellknown LeConte pear is another

chance seedling of the old Chinese sand
pear though its exact origin cannot be so
correctly arrived at as can that of the
Kieffer

Many have represented that these two
celebrated pears are crosses on some popu-

lar
¬

variety as the Bartlett for instance
but this is not at all probable as the sand
pear does not flower exactly with any of
the regular named varieties It is more
reasonable to regard the new1 pears as
simply the result of an effort of nature to
adapt her growths to local conditions

WIIT NOT IRRIGATE
Mi W S Burke of Albuquerque N M

writing to the Massachusetts Ploughman
says the time was and within the recollec-

tion

¬

of most of us when Uncle Sam was
rich enough to give us all a farm not a
poor starvling apology for a farm but a
farm of 100 acres of as good land as ever
laid out of doors land which only needed
to bo planted to yield good cropsbut as the
years rolled by Uncle Sams farms were
appropriated by his relatives until the time
has now come when the man who desires to
get a farm on easy terms must go out into
those vast regions in which the soil is as
good as a soil could possibly be and where
the sun shines almost perpetually through

the growing season but where the rainfall
through that growing season is scarcely up-

to every requirement for such agricultural
results as under other circumstances the
soil would be capable of giving But even
here nature has provided for him in various
ways to enable him to give those lands an
artificial water supply and thus carry them
in point of profitable productiveness cu-

tirely beyond the capabilities of those lands
celebrated in song as mentioned above

When we come to realize tho vast im-

portanco of this section of our common
country continues Mr Burke which can
be made to yield enormously under irriga-

tion

¬

but which without water applied by
artificial means must necessarily remain
uncertain for the agriculturist we shall
begin to speak of it as it is and to shape
our arrangements for getting out all there
is in it Tliis cannot do otherwise than in-

augurate
¬

a period of prosperitj the like of
which has not yet been seen on the Ameri-

can

¬

continent
To this the editor of the Ploughman adds

that there arc some writers for the agri-

cultural

¬

journals of the day and even some
editors of agricultural journals who tako a
decidedly narrow view of the question of
irrigation

Acriculture they say is depressed
the value of farming laud is low and it is
not improving in value the condition of-

tho average farmer does not compare favor-

ably
¬

with that of tho average laborer of
equal ability in other trades and vocatiors
and what is the reason Because we havo
too much cheap and productive land at the
West and Southwest with which we must
compete and a better development of those
regions would serve to mako matters worse
and still further depress the market for
agricultural products and lands Ibis in
the opinion of the Ploughman is an ex-

ceedingly
¬

narrow view of a great question
No ono doubts or disputes the fact that

the valuable arable land of our domain is
already occupied In California Washing-

ton
¬

aud Oregon most of the land which can
bo irrigated easily has been taken up and
improved Thero remains a vast area at
the Southwest not yet improved by irriga-

tion
¬

that ought to be improved at as early a
day as possible The area needs the im-

provement
¬

to better sustain its present
population and to fill it up with a heavier
population and the whole country needs
what it would be able to produce
under a wellarranged artificial water
supply The nation needs more room
Either ono of these tilings must shortly
come to pass we must make room for the
thousands of immigrants constantly flock-

ing to our shores from Europe by improv-

ing
¬

these lands or we must check the im-

migration
¬

or we must suffer a reduction in
the rates of wa res and productiveness of
labor Then why not irrigate every foot of
land that can be irrigated and be made
more productive thereby A heavy popu-

lation
¬

without a correspondingly heavy
production will bring us to witness a de-

pression
¬

and suffering among tho laboring
class which at present we fortunately
know little about

IRRIGATION IN NEW ENOLAXD
The editor of tho Massachusetts Plough-

man
¬

says a Mr A P Toplej of that sec-

tion
¬

of country has been irrigating his
market garden and particularly his early
cabbages and finds it to pay handsomely
The water employed is pumped up dont
say wliat from by steam power The
writer adds that there can be no question
of tho fact that thero are many garden
crops and fruits that will pay for irriga-
tion

¬

in seasons when we have not rain
enough and tho fact that we had enough
ram last year and the year before through
most of the growing season should not
mako us blind to the fact that in most sea-

sons
¬

we have periods of drouth in which
irrigation would be very profitable The
experience of gardeners who have tried wa-

tering
¬

crops in dry seasons proves beyond
a doubt that tho profit made by watering
them will sometimes pay for the whole out-

lay
¬

for watering machinery in a single
season

The article goes on to show that irriga-
tion

¬

is rapidly on the gainln the New Eng-
land

¬

states and that it is paying big re-

turns
¬

in every case where correctly ap-

plied
¬

The conditions up there arc not
overly favorable as a rule for the streams
run in narrow and deep valleys and hence
their waters cannot well be fitted to the
culttvatable lands But Yankee ingenuity
is at work and already considerable tracts
of land are being irrigated by drove
wells The wells run at a depth ranging
from fifty to 200 feet and supply a stream
of five or ten often twenty gallons per
minute continuously from a twoinch pipe
Tho cost of driving such a well will vary
with circumstances from 50 to 500 and
the cost of jumping apparatus will vary
from 300 to 1000 or more according to the
amount of work to be done and the other
circumstances of the case And even this
character of Irrigation is believed to pay

at least 100 per cent profit on the invest-
ment

¬

necessary to secure it-

We are at a loss to know how the people
of Texas who say that irrigation is not at
all necessary will take this most reliable
statement in face of the fact that the
annual rainfall in most parts of our state is
far below that of New England Along the
Fort WorthWaco artesian area there are
millions of gallons of water running to
waste daily from artesian wells but nobody
appears to thing of making any use of it for
watering crops Up in New England how-

ever
¬

they are driving down their gas pipes
and pumping up water by steam powor and
becoming perfectly jubilant over the re-

sults
¬

But never mind boys youll find a-

uso for this wasting of water before many
years havo rolled around This is a new
country you know and as a rule people
come to a new country to merely live rather
than with a view to getting rich If they
have any dreams of sudden riches those
dreams point to some kind of land specula-

tion

¬

The great day of such speculations is
getting along well toward the afternoon
and tomoirow morning a new pro ¬

gramme will be on the blackboard showing
how the people may become rich off Texas
resources rather than off speculation in
Texas real estate There will be nothing to
risk in the work of that tomorrow Suc-

cess

¬

under correct management will be a
thing as sure as the rising of the sun

OUR CORRESPONDENTS

This department is devoted to answering
such questions as may be skedby our sub-
scribers

¬

tv Men may be of general information
Inquiries of personal character that require an-

swer
¬

by mall should always havo stamp In ¬

closed Please give full name and postotflce
address In addition to any such faigcature as

Subscriber or A G D not for publication
if apainst the will ot the writer but to admit of
direct communication should such a tiling be
deemed necessary Address as directed at head
of this past

ON TTKSTEKN TEXAS
What do you think of the western licit of

Texas for stockraising and general farm-
ing

¬

beginnlnsr say at San Angelo and
ranging northward Is tho country too
dry for good success in tho lines named
Much cheap land might still be had over
there but of course one dont want land
upon which nothing could bo raised

Temple Tex W A Clahk
Northward from San Angelo Tom Green

county would carry us over the very best
portion of the Panhandle and hence what
is supposed to be the finest stockraising
country in the world It is furthermore a
fine wheat and other small grain country

hut for general farming for crops to run
the season through the rainfall is under-

stood

¬

to bo a little too light for best results
Irrigation is now claiming much attention
in the Panhandle and once the thing gets
fairly on foot those regions of Northwest-
ern

¬

Texas will havo it all their own way
Irrigation will make them tho finest fruit
and general farming regions on the face of
the globe We could not think for a mo-

ment

¬

that a man was risking anything in
buying the still comparative cheap lands
of Northwestern Texas

THE RUSSIAN MlUIGIinr
Please inform me through Tnx Gazette

as to tho value of the Russian mulberry as-

a hedge plant for fencing purposes G
Fort Worth Tex
We dont think much of the Russian mul-

berry
¬

so called as a hedge plant In our
opinion after giving it a somewhat careful
study a cottonwood hedge would beat it by-

a large per cent and wo have no idea that
you are hankering after a cottonwood
hedge If you should want our opinion of
the Russian mulberry further it is at your
command If you are a party interested in
the sale of the Russian mulberry our opin-

ion

¬

could be o no advantage to you The
Russian mulberry is something new and
therefore something to speculate upon
Some of the old people now living can well
recollect when the Multicaulis still here-

to a limited extent was that same kind of
thing It was to feed up tho silkworms to
such a degree of fatness that everybody
would be forced into arraying himself in
the finest silks and satins on account of
their being cheaper than common cotton
goods Well you old folks know how it
turned out and it is just about the same
way with the now boosted Russian mul-

berry
¬

A great deal is said and sometimes
prettily said al >out tho last man on this
old earth of ours Nothing has ever been
said about the last tree Of course if
there is to come a last man there must also
come a last tree Now if we wee the last
man and tho Russian mulberry was the
last tree wed plant and propagate the
Russian mulberry but we would be fear-
fully

¬

sorry that the Multicaulis or the cot-

tonwood
¬

or some other mora worthless
tree hadnt outlived it-

No doubt there are a few good aud honest
men endeavoring to sell the Russian mul-

berry
¬

on its supposed merits but at the
same time there are hosts of sharpers try-

ing

¬

to put it off as an imposition upon the
people Within the past five years we have
had very large numbers of letters from

disinterested writers whom nobody
knew setting forth all tho raw virtues of
the Russian mulberry Wo could easily
sec the cat in the meal tub and so tuoso
letters went the way of all the earth leav-

ing
¬

us as their last readers On two oc-

casions
¬

a moneyed price was offered us to
boom the Russian mulberry in our own
name but just then blackberries were
coming in and it would soon bo roasting
ear time so we were able to see our way
through for a little season as related to

table comforts and ou that account
presumably the Russian mulberry didnt
get boomed through the paper with which
we are connected

Now dont understand from this that we
are attempting to represent the Russian
mulberry as a humbug We dont look
upon it as anything of that sort In our
judgment it is everything it would appear
to be to any sensible man who would take
the pains to study it a little But the Rus-
sian

¬

mulberry is not attempting to sell
itself to a credulous people and hence
when we say the Russian mulberry as
such is no humbug wa want it aUstinctly
understood that we are confining our re-
marks

¬

to tho Russian mulberry itiself and
not to any one who might be conaernedi in
the said Russian mulberry

The Russian mulberry might mjikc some-
thing

¬

of a hedge the people who have it
for sale say it is sublime as a hedge plant
If however you must have a hedge and
cant get bois darc or hackberty or wil-
low

¬

or cottonwood to mako it out of wed
suggest still another hedge plarit before ad-

vising
¬

you to settle down on Russian mul-
berry

¬

Make your hedge of ke stalks
We cannot assert that the poke hedge would
be any better as a turner of stock than
would the Russian mulberry h edge though
it would probable be equally ail good while
at the same time it would present a decided

53 <5S85

advantage in its capabilities of supplying
one with his spring greens Did you never
eat bacon and poke greens They are not to-

be sneezed at especially in a section of
country where the commonest kind of tur-
nip

¬

greens are selling at 10 cents a quart
dropped loosely into the measure Youd
get no spring greens out of your Russian
mulberry hedge neither would you get any-
more of a fence than you would get out of
your poke greens patch Then why not
stick to the greens

ABOUT IiARREI GARDENING
I have just been told by a gentleman who

professes to know all about such things
that cucumbers muskmelous and various
other crops may be raised in flour banels
with the greatest of success and kept
growiug throughout tho season The bar-
rel

¬

is simply filled with good garden soil
and the seeds planted in the soil Tho great
gain is found in watering the plants There
is no waste of water as in other forms of
irrigation You simply pour the water into
the barrel and tho plants get all of it What
do you think of the system V V V

Fort Worth Tex
This barrelgardening nonsense is not

new by any means it is simply an old
thing rejuvenated We say rejuvenated on
account of the fact that wo have seen a
good deal about it in the papers of late It
was in its greatest glory about 1575 A gen-

tleman
¬

of Bay St Louis Miss who wrote
under the nom de plume of Nota Bene
started it in tho following two paragraphs
which quite generally weut the rounds of-

tho press
We use old flour barrels in various

ways I fill up a barrel with good rich
earth and a top dressing of manure aud
plant it with cucumber seed The vine
grows luxuriantly is trailed on a fence or
harbor and will bear till frost yielding sev-
eral

¬

hundred cucumbers
Our housekeeper makes a very tidy

dressing table or washstand outof anempty
flour barrel dressing it up in dimity or mus-
lin and bordering with fringe or ribbon

We make a comfortable cushion chair by
sawing the barrel in the middle leaving
three of the staves to support the back
Then fill up with clean straw cotton or
wool cover the whole with calico and you
have a chair quite as pleasant as one made
of rosewood or mahogany

For our own part we never took much
stock in that barrel business People wrote
to us for information concerning it and we
replied to them through the paper with
which we were then connected that theory
was one thing and practice another We
went on to state that tho agriculturalist
has hosts of theories to deal witlu They
are a kind of poetry for him and if he has
a taste for poetry he may enjoy them first
rate provided he dont undertake tu put too
many of them to practice There is danger
in that A few attempts at application may
spoil the entire mess by giving one a
chronic distaste for mere theory conse-

quently
¬

wiping out forever iu his case a
rather important source of enjoyment So
our advice to you shall ever stand as fol-

lows
¬

When some theoretio agriculturist
tells you a beautiful story about say
what a nice piece of furniture you
might make of an old flour barrel or what
wonders you might perform in the garden
with the said barrel or wliat a marvel of
beauty you might bring to light by suspend-

ing
¬

a peach seed above a tumbler of water
or what a gorgeous window decoration you
might cause to spring from a sweet potato
in a bottle try to believe every word of it
and to enjoy in your imagination the de-

lightful
¬

things you might make but dont-
unuertake to make them They arc pleas-

ant
¬

to think about and in all such cases it-

is best to lot well enough alone So say
we still

Nota Benes paragraphs as already
quoted were first published in the then ex-

isting
¬

Homo Journal of New Orleans
No doubt tho gentleman who told you about
the great advantages of flour banel garden-

ing
¬

had obtained his cue directly from the
publication mentioned above for about all
the papers of the country copied it-

A year or so after the publication had
been made a gentleman called at our office
in Mobile and informed us that he was down
from tho North in search of some suitable
point at which to start a market
garden He was a market gar-

dener
¬

by profession he said and
had many new systems of culture by
which he was able to astonish the world
especially was he able to work the most ex-

traordinary
¬

wonders in the production of-

tho cucumber He could realize a hand-

some
¬

little fortune off an acre of land to
cucumbers in a single season But he-

didnt want to make it all himself he wanted
to sharo his extraordinary profits with some
good fellow as a partner We hadnt much
faith in cucumbers as a wholesome diet
therefore our conscience wouldnt allow us-

to enter into an arrangement with the gen-

tleman
¬

and he left us to battle on through
the hard times alone not however until
we had given it as our opinion that the vil-

lage
¬

of Citronelle some thirty miles above
Mobile on the Mobile and Ohio railroad
would be a good point for a really progress-

ive
¬

market garden
Our champion cucumber raiser went to-

Citronelle and there found a partner with
tin enough to run the business and with-
out

¬

any conscientious scruples bearing on
gorging the general public with cucumbers
It was to be a great cucumber success and
so the whole thing aside from furnishing
money was to be left to tho gentleman
from the North with the great cucumber
secret So that gentleman took scrip in his
purse and proceeded to collect all the old
flour barrels in all the country round about
Wo think as well as we can remember
that he got about ten acres of flour barrels
which ho filled with good rich earth ac-

cording
¬

to directions by Nota Bene for it
was evident from the start that Nota Bene
had been at the entire bottom of that broad
transaction The barrels were then plauted
with cucumber seeds and ten acres of arbors
were put up for tho cucumber vines to run
upon and make up their enormous fruitage

Well from some cause or other it must
not have been a good season for cucumbers
It may be that the moon never got right
for those vines to run and so one tine
morning to quiet the rising mistrust of
the gentleman who had furnished the

dough the champion cucumberist con-

cluded
¬

he had better run for them which
he did to where the woodbine twineth
And the gentleman who had furnished tho

dough took what little he had left after
selling his place and paying offtho mort-
gage

¬

and invested it in a small fishing
smack with a view as many supposed to
turning pirate The smack went to sea and
never returned hence we are left in doubt
as to what grew out of that cucumber en-

terprise
¬

Some of those great uprisings
and outbreaks on the Southern hemisphere
may have sprung from it who knows
When a man has waxed into bitterness over
sinking his all on a cucumber experiment
there is no safe rule for settling how far
his desperation might carry him

It has Just occurred to us that in quoting
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Nota Benes article giving rise to flour
barrel gardening we have gone a little be-

yond
¬

what our correspondent was requir-
ing

¬

of us The printers have already
stuck it into type and thats what they

live by The type must stand and to
afford a good reason for its standing we
must trll another but true story entirely
out of the line of barrel gardening

Tho reader has already taken in how
Nota Benes housekeepers made nice
things for the house out of old flour bar-
rels

¬

Our folks had been reading that
pleasant story and so one evening when
we took the minister home with us for tea
we on entering the parlor were much
astonished by the appearance of something
we had never seen there before It was
a flour barrel chair that our folks had made
after Nota Benes directions At sight of-

it wo felt a hot flush run up our spine for
it did not exactly till our idea of the orna-
mental

¬

and there was no improvement in
the state of our feelings when pretty soon we
saw the preacher rest his gaze upon the
singular piece of furnituro with an unmis-
tablo expression of displeasure

From that moment on the minister
seemed ill at case and finally after glanc-
ing

¬

out of tho window he said to us in a
half whisper and with an inclination of
the head in tho direction of the barrel chair

Brother Stelle I sec some ladies com-

ing
¬

and it has just occiured to me that you
might feel embarrassed when you noticed
that your servant had loft a chair in tho
parlor which evidently belongs to the sick-

room
Good reader that chair went out and

these eyes ot ours never beheld it after-

wards
¬

POPULAR SCIENCE

AN INSECT THAT ACTUALLY
BORES METALS

Reinovinc Tannin From Tea Important
Experiments With Steel Wire A-

New llylus Machine

Much interest is being roused in Germany
over the discovery of an insect that ac-

tually
¬

bores through metal pipes For a
considerable length cf time very mysterious
leaks have beeu found in lead pipes
aud in a few copper pipes Tho
openings looked liko holes through which a
nail had been driven At last according
to Gesundheits ingenieuter the author of
the trouble has been found An insect of-

tho wasp character was found boring the
hole The hole on the exterior of the pipo
was of a rounded form about onequarter-
of an inch long by oneeighth inch wide
and the penetration was through the entire
thickness of the metal Though of rare oc-

currence
¬

well authenticated instances of
similar injuries by insects are on record

The ordinary Chinese tea is always rich
in tamiin Mr II Grimsluw says this
tannin is readily absorbed by suitable ani-

mal
¬

substances such as horn shavings
dried albumen add clippings and the like
It is preferable to hide the material to the
tea in the dry condition before the inlusion-

is made But it may also be added to the
infusion or the infusion may be passed or
filtered through a layer of the substance
Tho quantity of animal substance to bo

added to the tannincontaining material
must be determined by tho amount of tan-

nin
¬

contained in it In tho case of tea the
proportion may vary from one to two parts
of animal substance to ten parts of tea
This discovery is looked upon as of import-

ance
¬

owing to the fact that tannin iu tea
renders tho tea unwholesome for some
persons S

In the current number of the Philosophi
cal Journal Mr F J Smith gives airac ¬

count of some new methods of investigat ¬

anding the points of recalescenco in steel
iron The object of the experiments was
to discover the time connection which ex

or kite four feet wide and thirteen feet
long which is propelled hya screw capable J-

of 2500 revolutions per minute Accordin
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ists between the chango form and tho jiirnMi lr5xALnifX
change temperature Several mcthoVof
experimentation were tried and tho follow-

ing
¬

was the finally adopted The upper
end the steel wire tested was fixed
vertically tho lower end was attached to a-

long light lever aluminum so arranged
that a small change length tho wire
caused a largo movement the end tho
lever which traced a line the
surface paper rotating on an ordinary
physiological chronograph cylinder A-

platinumplatinorhodiuin thermocouple
twisted around tho wire where it was
heated was circuit with a Deprcz-

DArsonval galvanometer By means
this combination tho temperatures which
the changes length tho wire took place
were read The movements tho beam
light reflected from the galvanometer were
recorded on a moving photographio film

The outcome tho experiments was that
the changes form tho metal under ex-

amination
¬

took place the times change
temperature so that a curve so traced
the smoked paper can used as >

dex the changes form and the changes
temperature

Thinking it probable that these changes
might accompanied by some sounds
the critical points tho following apparatus
was constructed Arnica disk was fitted
into a circular recess turned out a piece

wood The steel wiro under examina-
tion

¬

was attached one end to tho center
the disk the other to a vertical post

The front the recess into which tho mica
disk was fitted was furnished with two
sounding tubes On heating the wire a
certain temperature was reached which a
sharp crackling sound was heard As the
temperature was increased this ceased
then removing the flame the same
temperature whlch the first sound was
heard a second similar sound occurred
This took place the point recalescenco-
As the wire cooled this ceased and then
when a temperature 450 degrees was
reached a very sharp sound was emitted
This third sound appears to take place
the second critical point observed byM-
Osborn The wire used these experi-
ments

¬

wa3 steel pianoforte wire annealed
and straightened The last experiment
w3 also arranged so that the steel wire
when heated should a strong magnetic
field Repeated trials showed that the
sounds produced were no way altered
by the fact tho wire being the magnetic
field

new Hying machine now before the
public according the Scientific Ameri-
can

¬

Is the invention Mr Maxim
and works the principle a kite Tjie
experimental device consists a thin sljteet

ccmplt-
fremewed
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to information given by Mr Maxim this ma-

chine
¬

when properly inclined and pushed
forward by the screw at the rato of thirty
miles an hour will maintain itself in the
air if the forward speed isincreased 1o-

thirtyfive miles an hour it begins to as-

cend
¬

at ninety miles its rising power U

quite strong f-

i
r

JPsnhardle ofTexas
For information iniregard JpT the best

wheat jid nall stotk farming county of-

Korth estTexaswrite UjJ> H Blanchard
PlairiTicwHal countypTexJ f t t

SIX AT A SHOCK

MANKILLERS TO BE ELECTRO-
CUTED

¬

IN NEW YORK

They Killed Wives Friends and Mistrenea
The Kxecatlou tu Take Place

at Sine Slot

Special to the Gazette
Xew York June 2 Unless justice mis-

carries
¬

again the week beginning July 8
will prove to be a memorable one iu tho
history of electrocution for six murderers
are to be put to death by metns-
of the electric chair At Sing
Sing prison tho chamber of execution
where the fatal chair is situated Is a
wooden structure fifty feet by seventy
eight and it has no furniture except the
chair Back of this is a partition and hers
tho executioner will hide and await the sig-

nal to turn the lever and send the
electric current into the body of
the six condemned men one after an-

other
¬

The men are Jagiers the
Japanese smiler Wood tho negro SIo
cum Mcllvaine and Trezzaj-

Jagior on November 10 1S59 stabbed a
shipmate while at a boarding house

James Slocum murdered hU wife in their
apartments on New YearsJ night 1S90

Wood on June 171SS9 eilgaged in a quar-
rel

¬

with Charles Dufiint also colored and
Wood shot and killed his companion

Charles Mcllvaine murdered Grocer Luc-
ia Brooklyn two years ago Jmder the most
brutal circumstances

The Smiler is an exofficer of the Salva-
tion

¬

Army and is a bigamist as well as a
murderer The woman hiirkllledjinoold
blood was his third wife
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